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Violinist Anne Akiko Meyers 

Seasons…Dreams

New Album on E1 Music Streets September 28, 2010
Including works by Beethoven, Debussy, Fauré and Wagner alongside world premiere recordings of arrangements by

Tyzik, Pritsker and De Rosa 

Symphonic engagements and club gigs in New York, San Francisco, Chicago, St. Louis and Southern California to support new album

On September 28, 2010, the innovative and versatile violinist Anne Akiko Meyers releases Seasons…Dreams, her newest recording on E1 Music. One of the world’s premiere concert violinists, Anne Akiko Meyers has been celebrated throughout her nearly three-decade career for her exceptional musicianship, charismatic presence and creative diversity. On this new release, Meyers is joined by long-time collaborator Reiko Uchida on piano and the young harpist of the Paris Opera, Emmanuel Ceysson.

Seasons…Dreams is anchored by Beethoven’s Violin Sonata No. 5 in F Major, Op. 24, “Spring.” This sets the stage for a series of lyrical pieces inspired by songs and poems which take us on a journey through the seasons and into reverie. Meyers presents familiar songs in unique arrangements and unexpected melodies mixed with traditional classical works. “I love the interchange of sound, the feeling of being a chameleon,” says Meyers of her constant exploration of different textures and sounds. 

Spring begins with the world premiere recording of Variations on Sakura Sakura, a traditional Japanese folk song arranged by contemporary American composer Gene Pritsker (of Absolute Ensemble fame). Summer brings Jascha Heifetz’s arrangement of Summertime, a performance that makes Meyers’s traditional violin sound like a blues harmonica. For the fall, Meyers takes us to Autumn in New York in a premiere of Jeff Tyzik’s arrangement of the standard. She then presents Tenderly and Autumn Leaves in world premiere recordings of the arrangements by composer Rich DeRosa, a collaborator of Wynton Marsalis. 

The remainder of the album is rooted in the poetry of dreams. Debussy’s Beau Soir and Clair de Lune are alongside Fauré’s Après un Rêve and Wagner’s Träume. A special bonus track edition of the album will be available on iTunes, where the collection will close with Saint-Saëns’s Le Cygne, a piece inspired by Tennyson’s The Dying Swan. 
Meyers opens the 2010-11 season with a series of concerts featuring repertoire from Seasons…Dreams. On September 19th Meyers is joined by Reiko Uchida for an album launch concert at New York’s (Le) Poisson Rouge. She appears at SPACE in Evanston, IL near Chicago on September 21st while Yoshi’s in San Francisco presents an evening with Meyers and Uchida on October 4th.  Orchestral engagements during the season include the St. Louis Symphony, her hometown Austin Symphony, the Pasadena Symphony (where Meyers will open the season and rechristen Pasadena’s newly restored Ambassador Auditorium). In Grand Rapids and in St. Louis, Meyers presents Mozart’s G Major Concerto with cadenzas composed for her by Wynton Marsalis. Internationally, she returns to the Osaka Philharmonic and Düsseldorf Symphoniker. 

View a video trailer of Seasons…Dreams here.  For more details about the album and Anne Akiko Meyers’s upcoming season, please visit www.anneakikomeyers.com.  

###
About Anne Akiko Meyers
One of the world’s premiere concert violinists, Anne Akiko Meyers is recognized as a trailblazing musician whose playing “flows from the heart” (The New York Times). Since making her debut with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at age 11, Meyers has made regular appearances with the world's major orchestras, including the Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic, Warsaw Philharmonic, Orchestre de Paris, Tokyo’s NHK Symphony and many others. Her diverse discography totals more than twenty recordings. This recording, Seasons…Dreams is her second release for E1 Music; her first release on the label, Smile, was met with widespread critical praise and Billboard-charting popular acclaim. Her television credits include an A&E telecast from the Casals Festival with the Montreal Symphony, a PBS broadcast with the Boston Pops Orchestra and John Williams and appearances on “The Tonight Show” with Johnny Carson and the "Emmy Awards.” Meyers was featured in a performance with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in Holland that attracted an audience of 10,000 and performed in front of 750,000 people in Sydney, Australia's Harbor, celebrating their 250th Bicentennial. She has performed for dignitaries including the Emperor and Empress of Japan and has been featured in numerous print and television commercials, including Anne Klein’s “Women of Substance” fashion campaign photographed by Annie Leibovitz. Anne Akiko Meyers began her studies at the age of four. She studied with Alice and Eleonore Schoenfeld at the Colburn School of Performing Arts, Josef Gingold at Indiana University, and Felix Galimir, Masao Kawasaki and Dorothy DeLay at the Juilliard School. At age 23, Meyers received the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant, the only artist ever to be the sole recipient of this annual prize. Recently named Professor of Violin at the Butler School of Music at the University of Texas at Austin, Meyers was the first violinist to be a Regent’s Lecturer at the University of California, Los Angeles. Meyers plays the 1730 “Royal Spanish” Stradivarius, formerly owned by the King of Spain.  Please visit www.anneakikomeyers.com for more information.
About Reiko Uchida

A Los Angeles native, pianist Reiko Uchida was first prize winner of the Joanna Hodges Piano Competition and has appeared as soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Symphony Orchestra of the Curtis Institute of Music, and the Santa Fe Symphony, among others. Reiko made her New York solo debut last year at Carnegie's Weill Hall under the auspices of the Abby Whiteside Foundation.  She has performed solo and chamber music concerts throughout the world, including the United States, Japan, France, Italy, and Germany. As a chamber musician, she was one of the first pianists selected for Chamber Music Society Two, the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center’s program for outstanding emerging artists.  In addition to her recital partnership with Anne Akiko Meyers, she works regularly with David Shifrin and Jaime Laredo. Uchida is currently a member of the Laurel Trio and a member of the Moebius Ensemble, a group specializing in 20th century music and in residence at Columbia University. Reiko began studying the piano at the age of four and made her orchestral debut with the Los Angeles Repertoire Orchestra at the age of nine.  As a youngster, she performed on Johnny Carson's Tonight Show. She holds degrees from Curtis Institute of Music and from the Mannes College of Music.  She currently resides in New York City where she teaches at Columbia University. 
About Emmanuel Ceysson 

Principal Harpist of the Paris Opera Orchestra, Emmanuel Ceysson is the winner of the prestigious 2009 ARD Music Competition in Munich, harpist and the Gold Medalist of the USA International Harp Competition in Bloomington, Indiana. Mr. Ceysson made his New York concerto debut performing Glière’s Concerto with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s conducted by Giancarlo Guerrero at Lincoln Center.  He has appeared at the Cartagena Festival Internacional de Música in Colombia and in concerto performance with the Macedonia Philharmonic. Emmanuel Ceysson was born in 1984 in Oulins, France and attended the Conservatoire National de Région de Lyon.  Also an accomplished transcriber and arranger, he received the prestigious "Premier Prix" from the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris (CNSMDP).  He received a Diplome de Formation Supérieure (First Prize in Harp) from the Conservatoire in 2005.
Seasons…Dreams Tracklist
Claude Debussy (1862-1918) Clair de Lune 
Richard Wagner (1813-1883) Träume (Dreams) 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) Sonata No. 5 for Violin and Piano, Op. 24 (Spring) 
Gene Pritsker (b. 1972): Variations on Sakura Sakura 
George Gershwin (1898-1937): Summertime 
Vernon Duke (1903-1969) Autumn in New York (arr. Jeff Tyzik) 
Joseph Kosma (1905-1969) Tenderly/Autumn Leaves (arr. Rich DeRosa) 
Alfred Schnittke (1934-1998) Stille Nacht (Silent Night) 
Claude Debussy Beau Soir (Beautiful Evening) 
Gabriel Fauré Après un Rêve (After a Dream) 
BONUS TRACK (available on iTunes)
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) Le Cygne (The Swan) 
Anne Akiko Meyers, violin 
Reiko Uchida, piano; Emmanuel Ceysson, harp 
